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2. About the Study Area:-

Thane district is the north most part of the Kokan lowlands of Maharashtra. It comprises the wide amphitheater like
Ulhas basin. The district is situated between 18°42° N to 20°20° N latitudes and 75°45° E to 73°48" E longitudes. This
district is spread over fifteen Talukas with a total Geographical area 9558 sq District ranks 16th in Maharashtra in
respect of total Geographical area and holds 1st rank in population. The revised area of the district is bounded by
Mumbai city district and Mumbai sub-urban district to the Southwest and Raigad district to south. Hence Ulhas basin on
the south and hilly Vaitarna valley on the north together with plateaus and slope of the Sahyadri in the east, the land
falls through a succession of plateaus in the north and centre of the district to the Ulhas valley in South.

As per the 2011 census the District Thane has a considerable tribal population. Tribal population in the district is
15,42, 451 which constituted 13.95 percent of the total population. These tribal communities are Kokna, Warli,
Mahadev Koli, Malhar koli, Katkari and Thakar,
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resource base like the forest, land, water bodies, mineral resource and-other flora and fauna. For tribal people
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5) Tribal community livelihood:-

Since the age tribal communities live in the lap of the nature. Their economy and culture are closely
associated with the nature is like the womb of the mother. The life style and tradition of each indigenous
community is unique and is related to the utilization of natural resource and particular type of work. The
interaction between human being and nature has always been reciprocal. this evident in tribal communities
where there always exist a symbiotic relationship between their live hood pursuits and the surrounding natural

land is important source of livelihoods. Around 90% of tribal population in the Thane district was depending on
land directly or indirectly for survival. Their economy was primarily agro based land is the source asset for
them. Apart from the land forest is the second source of their live hood. They used to collect various minor
forest products from their survival. There economy was subsistence in nature.
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